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The Collecton Dlplt 

Dear Fellow Collector, 
Prol:Bbly you have been aware of the illness of 

our good friend , William H.Gander, and the suspen
sion of the "Story Paper Collector" as a oonaequenc~. 
Isppily , as these lines are being written, he is ! 
llillch better and it is possible that, ere 1ong, we ! 
my see once again tmt popular little DBgazine ! 

i devoted to the hobby .o:f sto:ry JBper collecting. ! 
i Whan it does oome, however, it will, he advises ua, ! 
i be of necessity, in reduced form. That :ls the reaso1 
i for "The Oolleotors' Digest". It occurred to us . 
i tbs. t, in view of the growing number of oolleotora i 
! (or at least the number getting toge~her) there was i 
1 a good case for another J8per, P3rtly to mke good i 
! the loss in size of the S. P. 0. In saying this we · 
1 are not forgetting the other excellent mgazine - 1 
; "The Oolleotors' M:f.soellany", pu.bli,ahed with the i 
i same commendable object. Oertain it is, . the IIBter- i 
i -:Lal to be dmwn upon - is sufficient to keep several ! 
i such papers going, if on)3 it can b!3 mde use of. 1 
i Anyhow, here is No.1. In IBSsing we my say it .bas i 
i the oo~l support of our good :friend aox-osa the i 

sea. How good a friend we realised when the queet- ! 
ion o:f putting the O. D. out in printed form was ! 
considered. We learned quiok]s how muoh the ool- ! 
leotors owe to him , for a. production equal 1n n.rt- ! 
iatic merit to the S.P.O. would have oost £10 :for ! 
the :first 100 copies. That, of course, was a sheer ! 
impossibility, henoe the O.D. as yao. now see it. i 
We feel oon:fident that , tBldng everythin~ into oon- i 
aideration, you will agree that a goo~ job ha.a been i 
IIBde of it. i 

Now as far as this pe.rticular issue is oancerned 
payment is optiom.1. A few enthu.sio.sts are preJ8red. 
to oaver any loss. If it meets with your appraval, ! 
and you are pre12red to give it you:r support the : 
oost of future issues will be ls.Od per oopy (see 

~- --·-· - ·-·- -·- ·- ·-· - ·-· --·-· --- ~--- ·- ·-·---·--- --·-· -· ·- · 
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! subscription rates below) and you oan _, of' course 
!pay :for tbis one if you wish • .For the present we 
!have no def in ite schedule for pu.bl:Lshi.p.g) issue 
1
appearing as s oon as we can possibly get them oom-

1 pleted. As time pass ~s they should appear mor e fre-
' quently and possi9:zy- at a redu:ced rate. It all de- i 
! pends on YOU! , 

: Ou.r intention is to publish artioles on the hob- : 
i by appealing to ooll eotors of all pe:riods, and all i 
i tastes. If you are o:f wba.t might be termed the "Ibm- i 
i ilton group" the:i,e will be something for you; if' one ! 
; of the la?ge number of Sexton Blake devotees, there ! 
i will be ample fare; i:f a. staunch collector of the 1 

1 "Nela.on Lee Library", we shall try to please you; or ' 
1 i-t "T'Oll --are one of the veterons ~ inter~sted in the ! 
j gfB,nd old i:e,pers of long ago, you will not be neg- ! 
; leot .ed. 
j We want to :imke it ·a real live, iritimte paper i 
1 the 11oolle 'otors O\VD. Jnper". Ii' you want to know the ! 
1 number in whioh .a ·certain.. story appenred in "Th_e 
1 :Soy's Friend Librery", and if you e.recurious about a.! 
! certain 11:&11.gnet" at pry, the m m.e of wb.ich you have 
!forgotten , if' yo~ want to know when some favourite i paper started i.tS career, ask U:B and Vfe1 11 try and 
i give ycru. the answer. 
i If you are keen to get hold of particular num
! bers of a Japer to help ycru:r oolleoti9n ask us , we 
1IIBy know someon~ who. is willing to :pa.rt with them. 
1 In short, in every way possible, we e.re a.t your ser- 1 
!vice, to help in the grand old hobby of story J:XJ.per i 
: oolleoting. i 

"If. ours einoereJ;v , i 
1 HERBERT IE OKEN.BY ~ · 
~. _. _. ___ ·- . _. ___ ____________ H~--~ ~~- _BON]). ____ . _____ __ __ ·-· _ _ -i 
i "The Oolleotors' Digest" Subsoriptio~ Ra.tee : 
! s:,le copies ls. Od ea.oh, ls.ld post free. Three ' 
( oopies sent on publioa.tion) 3s. '.?d post free. Six J 

i oopies sent on yublloation) 6s.6d post free _. PostF..l j 
; Orders to be mde i:ayable to H.Leckenby, Rt York, i 
1 ttnd -are NOT to be crossed for :pF.tyment through a Be.nki. 
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i Advertisement Ba tea : 

l Smll advertisements, ld per word (mme and ad- , i dresa will ~e inaert~d free of charge) . . . . . 
! Oontributions intended for pu.blioation are, if 
! possible, to be typewritten on quarto sheets (as 
! this J8per) • 
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i WILLIAM H. ~NDER - A TRIBU~: by Herbert Leokenby : 

i If this had been the "Story l'i!per Oolleotor" : 
! this would not have appeared, f'or Bill Gander is not ! 
! in the .babit Of talking about himself; but BS he iS I 

! not edi tin8 this paper i. t goes in > for I think a ! 
! word or two about the man who, :for eo long, produced; 
) that IIBgnii'ioent little mga. zine, is long overdue. ; 
· I have never seen Bill, I on:cy know him through ; 
i his cheery letters and the S.P.O. Oft ·t:lmes I mve : 
i tried to picture him out there, f'our thousand or 1 

i more miles away . It so happens that in the long ago : 
i I learned so mething of the printer's omft, a.nd .eac ht 
i time I have ~mmined a new issue of that tf!ie of · 
i his I hav ·e nervelled a.a to how, with his ted 1 

j plant, he could turn out such a · high olaes speoimen I 
! of the art of printing. i 
! I have pictured him then, settling down after i 
! one's days work was done in the oorner of his stor e 
! which housed his oases of typ.e, his 11 ttle side · i 
! lever, band-power maohine, his mllet and his plane , 1 

! his "o.bnse", e.nd all the other equipment necessary 1 

! :for turn.1ng out a printing job. In Iey" minds eye I 1 

! oou1d -see fiim piok up his composing stick, sol"'U.tin- ! 
' i!le the oopy, then, letter by letter, word by .word, ! 
! line by line ; aet up the siioay oonoem.ing Grevi':riat-·. r~ , 
, s exton Blake , or Billy Bunter , ever and anon ·ltnit.h ! 
i ting his brows an.d saying things below his b:t'El6 · 1 

! oonoe~ the soribe, JIBybe tm t fellowmi~ot~by 1 

1 whose ban<lwr:1.ting was often not all it ~ iz;.Ve 
i been. 
. . I 
! Tba.n Bill would have to prepare it for pres~• .. : 
! The ~vamge printer wo~d run it off ei~t, or nayb ~ 
! the whole .1ixteen pJ,ges a. t a time, by moti~e power• i 
! Not so Bill on his Lillipu'tian nnohine. One p.3.ge a t 1 

-~ _n_tj,m~ __ :t<?!".J?:LJ?-1.-~E-!.!~~--~E:~E:~.~~ ~--~! . .!1?:.~-~~-::l_~~_: 
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i arm. Before he started on a. run he w0uld read over . 
i the page ca.ref'ully, in searoh of any possible error ; 
i that nay have orept in. How ooreful)Jr , he dia t.lw. t i 
; can be realised if' you run through that Volume 1. i 
i All tJ'ie typographical errors you can find therein · 

I guarantee you OC',n oO'Wlt on the fingers of one 
hand. 

A.nd mving run off the whole sixteen J:l'ges ., 
;,ooo or so printings , there would be the folding , 1 

the wiring, the addressing, the slipping int-o envel-i 
opes, the s~ .nping thereof; Rnd one or two other 1 

little things I mve not mentioned. 
Bill once told me tbtl t in the setting of n cer- ; 

ta.in JE,ge he ran short of certain letters, there:fore 1 
mving to do the P:\ge . at two printing:3. That would i 
need very: careful. feeding SQ tmt the join up would 1 

not be noticnble ·. I em.mined that J8ge, and I defy ! 
al'l$"o.ne without a Sexton Blake I:t\ gnifying glass to ' 
Eny which was the last line of the first printing· 
and the first of the second. I raised m:r bn t n t the ; 
sld.ll o:f the IIBn who :18d done tmt, nll for love of 

1 

a hobby. 1 

Showing a a,opy oY the S.P.O. to a printer frien~ 
one day he said "nioe work~ first ola:ss type, art- 1 

istio mke-up. A lot of 1m tter in it , · it would 11'\ke I 
n week to set by .band 11• , 

Well, Bill II set 1 t by he.nd" , in hi.a spEtre time. 1 

Think of tm. t ! You o. cclniners of the :S. P. 0. who grew 
impltient if' it was a little late ind.ts arrival ! 
sometimes. i 

i 

owing to :11:J.ness Bill ha.a had to lny his "stiok" i 
down; we sincere~ hope onl¥ fo;r a tine, and w1 th 
reetom tion to heal th we nre given the pleasnnt 
opportunity of 'seeing the nee.t white ·envelopes a gi.m. 
We s,he.ll welcone then as one does sunshine nfter 1 

stortt. In arry event we shall never oease to be g:rn te
iul. to bin for the happy bond we have derived from ! 
brou.sing aver the s. J?. a • ; 

.&.nd, having written this, I :find I mve not ooiq. 
mli ·of wmt I wanted to say -~bout he who worked 0

1 
: 

. n:ights, not for 1inanoinl gnin, btlt through love of ; 
; a - ~obby and_ "for the_ benefit . of _ his . :fellow men. - -- --· - : 
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! REPRINTED PIBCES: by R.M.Jenldns 
I 

(A review of the Schoolboys' Own Library) 

! The Secretary of the British Mu.sewn looked en-
; qu:i.ringl3" at the youth before him and remrked - ; 
i "ED.otly vrhioh books do you desire to see?" The ans- · 
!wer "The. Mlgnet and the Schoolboy~ -~ ·awn Library", ; 
1 prol:Bbly surprised Sir Jo.mi; he put hia finger tips 1 

1together and a-tared out of the window in a rem:f.nis
!oent !!Bnner, no doubt recalling the time before the 
:appointment to his present eJmlted post when he too 
! followed the adventures of Bil]y Bunter and Arthur 
1A.ugustus D'Aroy. At any rate, IIW' request was gre.n-
! ted, Sir John declaring that the British Mil.sewn was i the only place in the world where these partioular , 
1 books were available in their entirety. He waa still ( 
i musing when I left him, al though :for all I know he i 
i nay only have been considering the objeotipns to im- [ 
i portizlg a sphinx or two. But I like to t.hink I bad 1 
,reminded him of far-off days. . 
. Within the hallowed por-oo.·ls of the Maseum Lib-
! xa-ry I learnt that the Schoolboys' ·0wn Librar.{ oom-
1 menoed on 3rd April, 1925 (two months before the . 
1 Boys' Friend and Sexton Blake mon'th.:cy libraries be- 1 

1 f!lln a new series). Two issues of 64 pages were pub- ' i lished at 4d eaoh on the first Friday of each month, 1 

i although they were always dated the last day of the 1 

1 
month. lt.ll the stories we.re reprinted from vari.ous I 

; t>ublioations of the AIIBl.P.B.nBted Preas - IIB~ the · 
· n1mgnet" "Gem" "Boys ·' l'riend" and "Nelson I.se". 
I ' l · d • i A curious faot 1s that the reprints were one J.n no 
i pnrtioulBr ohronologiool order; very often glBr;.ng 
i 11naohronisms beQame appe.rent · - as for ins-tnnoe in 
i Nos. 50 and 55 of the S. O. L. The la.t.ter number en-
i titled "A Rank Outsider" was reprinted from "Gems" 
i Nos.129 a·nd 130, and deals with Imnley-Imnl.ey's 
i arrival at St.Jims. But No. 50, "Tom Merry' e Enen:u", 
i the earlier number, was reprinted ;from "Gems" l.59 
i and 160, and rel.a. ted to events on the Otitsider 's 
! return. to the school after his :i.l.lness ! When these 1 

! s±ori'.es were reprinted in the 11Gem11 in 1934 a stri- i 
! oter oheok was kent on their sequence.* j 
t ' - ·- · - · -·-· -·· -· - - · -·-· __ :;_ __ · - ·-·- · - · - . ~ ·-·-·-·- · -·---· -·-·-- --~-·- - -- -

; * It is a.nnis:lng to note t .1 ~ t Sk::µ!l:po1e was re:f erre4 
i to as the 11st. Ji.ms' Social .: in "Gem" 159, e,nd · 
· S. o. L. 50 but in "Gem" 13 : ,hen the story appeared. 
--· --· - ·-· ·-· - ., · ·- ·- ·-· -·-· ·-·-· ·- ·- . -· . ···-· ·-· ·· .. ·-· - ·-· - ·-· -·-·-·-·-·--} 
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1 This was not the only instance of juniors' oomin~ 
!to sohools long after they bad already been esta.b- , 
!lished there. In the s.o.L. m:ny stories of' famous : 
; oha.moters' arriyals were pu.plished without any seem~ 
-ing regard :for chronology. Instances .of this are:
jNo.47 "The Grey:f:r:iars Hustler" (Fisher T.Fish); 
jNo.56 "The Te.rror o:f the Thi:rd 11 (Ihrdf'orth Minor) .; 
:No.J.J.8 "J:lnmu Joins Up" (JiIDiey" Silver); No.220- "Son 
io:f .a O:rnoksmn" (Kit Errol). In each o:f these cases 
!there had been p:cevious stories in th.e library :feat ... 
!uring these juniors. 
I 
1 In 1&rch 1928 the date on the books was a.banged : 
·to the aotus.l day o:f publication, and in the follow- ! 
1ing month that day was put biok :from the fn-st Friday: 
!to the first Thursday in each month - - a procedure ! 
iwh1oh renained unaltered. By thi 'a time it bad become 1 

1 the a ooepted oustom that one oopy a. month would be a 1 

1 Greyfr:lars story · ·( this had been observed wery month 1 

1 exoept Ne:roh. 1926 and J~ 1927). In all, 18.4 Grey- ' 
.fr:fars · stories appeared in the S.O.L. and after 193 0 
! these \rere reprinted from the l'mgnet in a reoogni s- ! 
!eble order 1 the on1v no-ticable switohmck being__Nos. j 
'.301 and 30q. o:f ·-the 1.925 :Bunter Oourt Series in-1\13.gne~a 
' 910 to 916 which must have been overlooked . All ot h ei;-
1reprints of Greyfriars stories at the time when the i 
·Sohoolboys' OWn Ill.brary was in the three hundreds · 
!were from Mlgnets o:f the early thirti ."es : It my be of 
;interest to some to know that , a.:fter J3i-lly Bunter, : 
i the o.bamoter to whom referenoe was iqoat often mde i 

1in the titles of the Sohoolboys' own Library was 1 

iFisher T. Fi.sh. · Among the epithets :that graced the i 
:titles of his adventures were:- , 
i No. 3 "The Grey friars Bu.sine as Man" ; No. 4 7 11 The Grey- , 
; friars H"J.stle? 1t1; No. 94 "The Get-Rioh-Quick s ohoolboy 11 
iNo.113 ''The Shylock ·of Greyf'ria.rs" ;· No.119 ""The Boy 1 

i from New -York"; No-.130 "That Gay Fi.sh"; No.2'39 nThe 1 

i Sey-look of Greyfriers". I 
I I 

1 There were mny others - like the Holly-wood Ser- : 
i ies - wherein he playe ·d prominent part .a_ although his 1 

iname did not appear in the tit1es. Bunter's aotual i 
imme ocourred 16 ~s, but there v,~re m:ny _allusi~ . -- - - - - - -- - . -·-. - ··- - -- -- -- - . - - - -----~. ·- . ·- ··- · ·- -- -- -- ·-- -- --- - ----- . ·- · - · -. 
' 
!for the 'third ii:µne :i.t Vo/aS changed to the "St. Jim's : 
i Determ:1..ni.Bt" - Time :r&rohes On ! ' 
I 
' • ---- - - - - --- -- - - -- - - -- - - . - . - - - . - . -- ' - . - - - . - . - . - . - - - ·-. - -- . - . - . -·. - -- . - . - . - . 
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i to hilll, o:f oourse, apirt :from these. ! 
I 

A :mdioal change in the mke up o:f the S. o. L. : 
! was effected in l'lhroh 1932 when each issue was - to l quote an advertisement "PerDBn~ntl;r enlarged to 96 
i pa.gee" and "Printed in the latest modern type". 
i Wb.~ther or not this latter improvement ena b1ed the 
i stories to be "mey thousands of words longer thin 
i before" is a moot point, but the library oertain:13 j 
1 beoome more att:motive to look at and easier to read !. 
! But this increase in size brought with it oerlnin 1 

! oomplioations. One copy was now equal in length to ! 
! three Imgnets of the early thirties, but when pub- ! 
l liahed in the enlarged size it o:ften became di:ffioulj1t 
to fit them in. ( O:f course the introductory pieoes i 
1n the beginning of ea.oh Imgnet were always ourtail- i 
ed, but natumlzy' this was not enough. 

Onoe again, the Bunter Oourt series of M:3.gnete 
my be tP.ken o.a an e::xnmple. The first three stories 

i went into s. O. L. No. 301, while the le.st four weTe 
j compressed into S.O.L. No.304, one of them with so 
i mu.ch cutting as to render it almost mrl.ntellignble. 
j Sometimes other methods were adopted. In S. o. L.No. 
! 216 "The Wizard of St .F:t1:\nka", of the original 8 
! stories in the "Nelson Lee" (542-549) only the last 
1 three nppeared. These pieoemee.1 reprintings were 
! very unse.tis:faotory and annoying, but were rnther 
1 the exception tll'ln~he ru1e. 

In October 1936 oe.me ~nother innovation - three 
oopies were issued eaoh month, the extra oopy oon-
1,tining a story by E. S. Brooks , thus ensuring tba t 
Nelson Lee fans wou1d be oompenoo. ted for the recent i 
oesSAtion of St.F:ranks stories in the 11Gemu. Hither- ! i to, on:cy 7 St . Franks stories m ·d appeared :in the i 

i S.O.L. (Noa.4 , 27,54,J£0,212,216) but the total VVl:\S . 
i brought to 52 by the month:cy- -ooles tlnt appeared fo~ 
i the next 4t years. These stories were neither orig- : 
i 1ml nor reprinted ones but fl. ourious hash of both, i 
iE .S.Brooks having revised A.nd slight)¥ a1tered his : 
i oorlier te.J.es. ! 
I I 
i During the ~,ne hundrnd & eighty-three .months in i 
i whioh the librory appeared the -re were 81 tA.lea o:f i 
: Tom Merry & Oo. fl.nd 54 of J"il:lnw Silver. i 
! (Oontinued on Paee 23) i 

. - - ·- · - --- -- - ·- ·-·- --- -·- ·- ·- · -··- ·---- --- - ---- ----- -- · .......... . 
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i The Monster Li b:rary : 
I 

I 

I 
tL Short Description by ; 

T.lrmitage: 
1 The 11Monster Library 11 

, one of the .l. P . ventures 
i has not- yet~ I think, been · mentioned in an article. 
j This is pro'oo. b]¥ because it only ran to 19 issues ~ 
1 and 'Was not as handy for oolleoting as, aay, the 
1 11Boys 1 Friend L:lbmry". Each volume, one per month, 
1 from }fovember 1925 to :r&y 1927, .Qad measurements of 
!about 11" x 7tu. So perhaps not mny will mve the 
: set or even a :few. -Those who mve, however, mve · 

I 

I 

I 

: the equivalent of 167 Nelson Lee Libm-ries, and 29 
i "Sohoolboys Ow.n Idbraries". The stories were reprintei 
j of :former St.Franks ya.ms in the "Nelson Lee and for i 
i l.B. Od one md a realJ3 good a.mo1mt of reading to ; 
i sett1e down to. No doubt Jaok of suppor1i caused the i 
i end of the Li b:ra:ry , but I think tm t i:f the oolumes i 
r hs.d covered the Nelson Lee stories from No.1, 1915, i 
t the "Monster" would mve been more suo .oessful a a mvJ. 
1 mg appeal to those who miss~d the aotua. l "Nwlson i 
1 Lee 11 issues. As it was, hovwOVer, the publishers saw! 
1 fi-t to oommenoe No.1 as an equivalent to No.158 to ! 

1
1 

165 of the N. L.L. T~s was e. holida.y series in the 1 

: paoi:fio with buried trensure; OP...n:nilEls and the res~ l. 
; A good volume, . but rather less interesting tmn No • .L.?, 
i cmother holidey" story in Brazil. The rem.ining 17 
i were of t?.ll types, Cricket, Barri.ngs-out, Ohinese 
i Tonga, eto . etc. All the stories were :t'u:rther re-
! printed in the 11Sohoolboya Ovvn Library 11 :from autumn 
! 1936. "The Monster Librery" volumes were rather . 
! 8ll'.8ll pr:int, bo.ving a groo. t deal to oover, and oor- ! 
! ried no illustre .t ions oorring the story heading. The ' 
! covers wer e in good oolour a.nd inside usw,.lly OP..rrieft 
! a replioe . of the · cover of the next number. The Tit- 1 

i les of the set were a s :follows:- ; 
, (J.~ The Schoolboy Tree .sure Seekers, Nov. '25; (2) 1 

: The BJ.ti. ok Sheep of t he Remove , :Oeo. ' 2 5 ; ( 3 ) The Ty~ 
: nnt o:f St. Fmnks , Jr.n ' 26; ( 4) The Bcy, from Ber mond- ! 
i S!l, Feb. 126; (5) The Bullies of' St.]'rrmka 1 M:".r. '26; ! 
i ( 6 r Expelled , A pr. '26; ( 7) 1 N eR 1ih African Skies, ThhY: 
i 1215 • (8) st.F:re.nks :in London , Jun. 1 2fi.; (9) The Boy ! 
i fro.:ri the Bu.sh, ·Jul. • 26; (10) The Spen dthrift of St. ; 
i Franks ,. :A~. • 2 6 ; ( 11) The Bnrring out a t St. Frnnks ) : 
\ Sept. •26; t12) The Mystery R\ster , Oot. '26; (13) Th~ 

.• - . - . - - - . - . - . - . - - -- . - . - - - . - . - · -. - • - • - . - . -· - ' - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - . - - - . - .1 
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,voyage of the Wanderer, Nov. '2fii (14) The Ghost of ; 
! Rlnnington Grange , Dec. '26; ( 15 J The Boy who Vanish~ 
!ed, Jan. '27; (16) St.hsnks on the Spree, Peb . 127; ! 
! (17) Prisoners of the Mountains, ?thr. '27; (18) The ! 
~Remove 1n the Wild West, .A.pr. '27; (19) Rebels of the i 
! Remove , .14\y. ' 27. i 
I . 
• I 
! No doubt mny would be glad to colleot the "Mon-, 
! ster Library" owing to its association with the pop- I 
!ular "Nelson Iee 11

• I haven't heard of anyone doing i 
1 so, however, and now 1 t is rather #1 te tQ start, as i 
!not mey copies are likely ·to be existence. The 19 i l issuea mentioned above would, I am sure, look vexy i 
;well i:f mndsomeJ¥ bound, with six or so to a volume i, 
jand would be rather a good acquisition to a oolleot -! 
jors bookshelf. ! 
. I 
}*There are quite a number of oolleQtors and would-b ei 
i oolleotors of the "Monster Library", Tom, and we a;re ( 
i sure your list will be of interest. EDITO~ 
----·-·-·- ----·-·-·-·-· -·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·-·-·-· - ·- ·-·-·-·-·- --·- ·- ·-·-,-1 • 
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THE LETTER BOX 
I 

i .lll oomrmmioations to be address ed to 
iTe lephone Exchange , 0/o Central Registry, 
i Conumnd, York. 

H. Leck enbyi, 
Northern j 

J 

I 
iDear Editor) 
; I was pleased to hear that you propose starting i 
in new nng. devoted to Story PA.per Colleoting . I fe e~ 
i sure there's room :for one more, and I wish it every i 
i su.ocese. But let me· mke a plea. Don't mve too mu.oh! 
i in B bout those over-m ted papers the "Gem" and th e : 
j "]lbgnet". I oould never understand · why there was so 1 
! muoh fuss about them. Think of the IBdding in them , 1 
!with lines mereJ¥ consisting of "l'h ,m ,m ' s", "Bump''!, 
1 "Ger-off" and the like. As for plots, wey, the aa.rae 1

• 

! old ideas were -served up about every three months. ! 
! A.nd sureJ¥ there was far too Illloh of tln t egregious i 
! ass Bunter . He- was mrd.4'" a fit speoinen to be n i 
! lea.ding oharaoter. · 
i You oan uae this in your first number if you 
) like , but please don't publi .ah 1113 name. I lmow I 
: shall tread on some oorru;s and I •m all for a quiet 
; 11:fe ! 1119 t" . 
. -· -·-· - · - ·- · -·- ·- ·--- ·-· - ·-· - --- - ·------ -~--~--- - ·- ·- ·-·-·- -- -- ·---· ·· 
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: · My word! You've started something now "Pat" ! ~ 
i T.banks a lot. We don't blame you for using a non-de- ; 
i plume, you've a right to you:.r opinion,. but we 're 1 
j afraid the verdiot ·1 a against you.. The old "Gem11 and i 
! "Mlgn.et'' mn for over 30 years you know; and three i 
! deoades oan't very well be wrong. There were oertain.i. 
1 ~ a few exo~na tion nnrks on the · stories, but there i 
! .ffl.s also good solid story as well. It's tru.e there ! 
! was also repetition, but not just a fter three months ! 
i As :for_ giving the Pl Pers n show, well, if we find T 
· t.bat 20% of our readers are "Gem" or "~gnetities" i it wou.1d only be fair if they got n fifth o± the 
i sinoe. Anyhow, we '11 mnd you over to the "Mlgnet" 
i group. THE EDITOR 
; - ·-· ---·- ·-·-- ----- ·-· -- -· - ·--- ·-·-- -·- · -· -· -· - -- - -·- ·-·- ·-· -·-· - I 

i Tit-Bits f'rom Letters: 

1 
"W.tzy--s.b.ould t.bat vmshout , John Hunter, be n llow- 1 

i ed to disgm oe the mme of Sexton Blnke? r, • I 
i····- ·- ·- ·-· -·-·-·- ·-·- --·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-· "Disgusted'.~ : 
I j 
i THE THREE MITSTETEERS of BO.CS P.4.I'ERS by "The Veteron 11 i 
1 

In the history of boys journals there are not ' 
! .ma:rw instances of three papers running in close com- • 
/ :ranionship for . any length of time. One good example 1 

i whi ch did la.s1; for several yea rs was that of 11The ' 
i Boys Friend", "The Boys Rea.lmY ~ and 11mhe Boys Hem ldl 1 

i They were allied until the youngest :fell by the way. ! 
1 But the three which aotual:cy- put up a record in this / 
i respect were "The Marvel", "The Union Jaok", and · 
1 

1'PJu.ok". From November 1894, when 1!:>lu ok" joined the 
i other two , to the day when it became a onaual ty of 1 
1 the First Great War, over twenty y~rs later, they i 
! were indeed good · oomp:i.nions - the three musketeers. i 
) Espeoia.J..:cy- wae this so in their humble ml:f ... penny i 
' days when just as the poor are out . to help the poor , 1 i eaoh was ever a.t m-nd to help the other along. Piok : 
: up a oopy of "Pluok 11 in 1899 an d yau. soon oould glean 1 

i wmt the u.J. and the "tbrvel" md to o:ff'er tm"IJ wee~. 
i The appetite \o\O.s whetted for the stories usue.lly md i 
! ree .l. full-blooded titles. i 

! Thi s is how they ·swrted: "The Hali-penny ~ihr- ! 
; ve1 11 

, :M"Rroh 15th , 1893 , "The Union Jn ok" , Apr il 27th!, 
i 189 4, and ttp1uok 11

, Nove mber 24th, 189 4. They oontin- ; 
-- - ------ -·- ·- · - --- · - - - - - , - ·-· - - --- .. ·- -· --- -· - -- -· - ·· · - · --~ 



..... ·- ------· -·- ·-·- ·-·-· - ·-· - ·--- ·-11 --·-----·-· ---·- ---- ·- -- ·- ·- ··-··. 
I 

. 

iUed so until October 17th, 1903 , when the "Union : 
i Jack" joi.ned the ranks of the pemzy p!.pera. The "?'!Br!.. 
jvel" followed suit on January 30th, 1904 , and 11P1uok 111 

,assumed the same dignity on November 5th, 1904. As 
! I have said, the yollll8e&t, and problbly always the 
!most delioate of the three, died during -the Kaiser i 
!war; the emot date was M3roh 18th, 1916 , the "~r- i 

!vel" continued on until 4. pril 22nd, 1922, whilst the i 
! gran d old "U. J. " wave d triumphantly until January , 
j29th, 1933, putting up .a record by length of run for i 
ifill boys J8pers. Thus we have them running in mr- ) 
jness from November 21t h, 1894, to Mlrch 18th, 1916, ' 
i over 21 years, a really im-pressive reoord. 

i For the pur po se of this survey however, I pro
i pose to deal only with their half-peney days, the 

1days when I myse lf md to think in terms of hali-
i pennies. I have a neat li t tl e pile before ne now, in ! 

iany odd ord er, the green of the "}e:rvels ", the muve '. 
\of the "Union Jac ks", intermingled w1.th the yellow ; 
!Of the "Plu cks". Some, es pecially the vecy early 
~ ones , are alrao st as inmBou.late as the dAy ther oome ! 
1f rom the press, mking me wonder where they have bee* 
'.a ll thes e 50 years. Often, when one of thes e :i:apers ; 
:of l ong ago , oe.me into my possession I wish it oould ; 
itell the story of its vnnderings. ; 

i Now when young Alf red Harmswort h launc hed "The ! 

i~:a r.rel" he declared he did so with a motive, to ldll 1 

! the' penny dreadfuJ.', and fo r years the :piper bore ! 

! the slogan, 11aterted to su ppr e ss bad books fo r boys 11 ~ 
!A.Jas ! di shea rtening is the lot of the re f ormer . i 
1 Throughout its career a s a. half-penny p,.per, stern i 
1 f nthe ra nnd teachers scowled upon it , and along with j 
i "Deadwood Dick" the poor little "M:\rvel" beoa ne syn- i 
i onymous wi th "blood an d thunder". However, it was · 
: oertain.ly R success, so I don't su pp ose the :f'u.tur e 
Lord Northoliffe worried very much. 

So:oe of the titles had certninly a torrid touch l 
nbout then. No.l for instanoe, we.a "Dead ltiln's Iand" 1 
written by dear old S.OlP.rke Hook, and No.4 11The i 

BL"lok Pimte" by Ii?.rry Bzyth. A spe oiel note oust be ; 

.m de of No.6, for it was an epoch nnkin8 story. It's i 
i titl e WRS "The Missing Million'\ire" and it was a yarn 
i of Sexton BJE\ke. :r&:l.ke a note of th e date, Deoenber : 
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: 20th , 1893 , 53 yeArs P,~o ! - F'.nd we' re reading a bou:t j 

1 him still! That date is imp~nt for it bas often i 
! been stated t.ba t fiction' a grea. teat ·deiieotj.ve first i 
! mde his bow in No. 2 of "The Union Jaok", but t.ba.t i 
! number did not ap pear unti.l Mav 4th 1894, so obvio- i 
! us)¥ "The Marvel." and NOT the ""Union .Jack" had the i 
! honour of ~troduoing him to the world. Moreover , I 

; two other stor;f.es about h:lm followed in quick succ- ! 

; ession, No. 7 "A OhristnBs Orime 11 and No. 9 "A. Golden ! 
i Ghost". Nos' s. 6 and 7 (!Jive J:h·l Mere di th as the ! 
; author, No. 9 f!!J.Ye Herry B]3th. There is no doubt, ; 
i ho~er , t.bat Blyth wrote all three, Meredith bein g i 
i ~ a pen m me of his. It is a ourious :fact t.be.t i 
i the AIIBJ.gana ted Preas se emed to have forgotten the , 
! exiJ31nn oe of these three stories, strange indeed, 1nj 

! view o:f their importance to the legion of Bdmirers ! 
! of Sexto n Blake. , 
I 

i 

i No. l of the "Union JR.ok" wns "The Silver Arro w" i 
i by Paul Herring, Rnd No. 2, the story just .referred ~o 
i to; aimp'.cy' ~ntitled "Sexton Blake, Deteotive". No.4 i 
:..:1.a also worth noting for :1t saw tne advent of Nelso n 
1 Lee, who was destine d to be for yeR rs, Sexton 1ilAke 11s 

! greatest rival. The .story bore the sinister title : 
! "The Pmn to m Dwarf" and th e Ruthor ~s, of o'O'Urse, 
! Mlxwell Soott. Nelson Lee n lso app ea red in No. 35 , 
: in a se ries of short stories. 
I • I 

i "Pluok 11 , in. the beginning, was slightzy differ- , 
i ant to the other two for it wa,e sty~d "Stories o:f 1 

i Pluck 11 an d it specialised in the he roic deed13 of i 
i so l.diers, milors, firemen, policemen, n.nd the like. i 
: .ln.y airnBn there were in those days usually travel- 1 

1 led by b:lloon , of course , though weird airships · . 
i a pp eared ooca.aionallv. 11Pluok' e" oover was also ; 
i printed in red ink , but tbd.a, together w1 th "Storie El 
! of" was dro ppe d during the . second year. Another min
! or differe n ce was t.ba. t it wae ma.de up in three col- : 
! umns to a );8ge, wherea~_its conq;anions had two . Thi~ 
! lasted t hroughout the -ta. rtm . 1 

I I 

1 The earliest "Pluok" I oon trace was lfo . 29, a i 
story entitled "Not Guilty". No.31 was "Shield and i 
J..asegai" by Herbert :rmxwell. i 

' .A.ll three papers almost f ro m the beginning ran 
• 

1 
a. serial sto ry, . ~rl;y one~ in ea.oh being 11:By Nelso mj 

- ·-·-·- · - ·-·-· -· -· ·-·- ·- · -·- ·- ·- ·-·- --· - ·- ·-· - ·- ·-·-· -·- ·-· - ·-·- ·- ·-·-
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side" 'by S.Ola.rke. Hook ( "Ma.rvel") ;. npeter Slim~ the : 
y:o,mg Ventrj.109.uist" by Captain Spencer ( "Union i 
Jaok"); and "Strong t..rm' s Seoret" also by S.OJ.a.rke i 
Hook, (":Pluck"). 1 

When the "~rvel" was nearing it's third birth- l 
day, and the "Union Jack" had just plSBed it's _ seo- i 
ond, someone on the ataf:f lnd a bm:tm\flve; or per- i 
mps it was !.l:fred Hlrmsworth showing us he wns 
sincere when .he said he VK.ts out to ld.11 the pelllW 
dreadful.. Anywo.y, we find, appearing on the flim.sy i 
oovers of these ha 'penny !8Pers, the names o:f the \ 
grest msters ., Sir Walter Scott, OA.pinin :rinrrynt, ! 
Harrison Ainsworth, Ohar1es Dickens, and compressed ! 
into thirteen reges or so were su.dh 1mmor1Bl works 1 

·as "Ivanhoe 11 
, "Peter Simple" , "Rookwood 11

, "Ollve.r ! 
Twist" and seveml more. Some poor fellow would ge~ 
a few ~eadaohes cutting down thO'se stories to the 1 
allotted number o:f words. Alas! apµi, the boys of i 
the perio~ apparent]¥' did not appreciate this attera;
pt to br~ the classics within their reaoh, :for 
aoon we fiiid the old favourites, S.O·J.arke Hook, 
Imlton Wl:zy'te, John G.Rowe, Hen;y St.Jolm.., eto. had 
once again the field to themselves. It seems, by . 
the way, that ''Pluok" was out in the oold when the 
noble experiment 'WflS being tried. 

When yau. eome to think 1 t over though, where IS 1 

the dividing · line between · a "blood" and n 110Jassic" ; 
Those stories ·r•ve just mentioned f.or in.BtB.noe. Th.ei 

1 killing o:f Na.nay by Bill Sikes in 110liver T\vist" wa$ 
pretty gruesome .. "Rook.wood II it was which first to1d ! 
of Dick Turpin's alleged ride to York, and I don't ' 
suppose there was aey more blood in -1:1.n .r .. ldirte "Robin 
Hood II tmn in Scott 's "Ivanhoe 11

• I suppose 1 t 's ! 
n.ll a ques ·tion of the di:fferenoe between st:t:f:f and i 
p;,. per covers - and the price ! i 

However, it would a ppesr that Soott, Dickens , ! 
Marryat, etc. having de?1rted from the P3ges of the : 
id "U. J. 11 and _the "Dirve i 11 the powers t.ta t be :for- i 
sook the:lr crusade and aa:j.d in effect, ''Yery well, · 
if the la.de WILL have "bloods" let 'em have "bloods!• 
for we find stories with -these alluring titles [· 
appearing; 11:?:iB:rvel No.176 -11?4v'steries of a ]&dhouse" i 
"U.J." No .• 1915, "~n Avenging Bye"; "I1'.Brvel" No.199, · 
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! "The Death Ride"; "Imrvel" No.187, 0 The Oitv o:f the 1 

i Deadn, and "U .J." No.14l y "The Filunted Bri.g°''. 

! This, too, bas the ring o:f ail .lldine or Hogarth 
! House produotion about it; "The Wolf Kine or "The ! 
1 W1.ld M3.n'-s Revenge". · We;:trd! Startling! Awesome! by ! 
1 Hernan Hall, engaged regardless of expense as he ma ! 
J aohieved enor.mpu:a success in a high-olaas month.zy ! 
i nsge.zine ! That was 11:tmrvel" No.175. / 
! The Ohrist nBs number s were really special events i 
1 when the reader !:ad somehow to find an extra .half- r 
J penny. He wouJ_d mnage it by ho·ok or by orook, for ! 
i where's the boy who could resist seasonabl e ghostly ! 
i fare like this? · "Pluck" No. 37 0 (1901) "The ],bsked ! 
i Pmntom" and "Misers Gold"; "Pluc lr" No.47.i (1902) ; 
1 "The Ghost Dectiv0 11 and "The Spectre I s ReVll8rd", , 
i uu.J. 11 No.344 (1900) "The Ghost of Smugglers Rock" i 
i (Serton BJ.ake) and "I Will Avenge Him" . "U. J. 11 No. 292 
i (1899) "The P.hanton Oru.iser" and 11The PJJ;\gue o:f i 
: Dee.th". Yes, t hose WERE the clays . j 
' (Oontinued) 1 

· -· ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ---- ·-· -· - ·-·-·- ·- ·-·-·-- - -~ 
IB.4.D MBN' S SHOES : 

In the "Boys Friend Library 11 1st series ) there '. 
a pp eared. the followin g storie s by Oeoil Ha~te;:. ( the .Yi 
bad previously be-en published serialLv Jn Th~ Boys i 
Herald"). No.102 "Sexton Blake at fk:.rwol .11 , No.105, i 
"Sexton Blake in the Sixth". No.107 "Sexton Blake i 
at Oxford 11

• 11/any years ' later they re~ ppeared in 
! the second series , No. 's 388, 392 , and 39Fi. The 
I author was given as Jo.bn A.ndraws. 
I 
i St .il l ea r lier (a bout 190 ~·) in the lst series 
i a pp ea -red "The Mi ss ir.i.g Heir" (No.17) a,nd "The Great 
! Unkn own" (No.24) - old Boy s J'r iend serials by Ii.Bx-
! well Soott. Over 30 yea rs 1a ter in 1938 they we:ce . 
! re-pu6llslied ;in the 2nd aeries, Nos.644 and 662. The 
i author again was John .A.:ndrews. ( 
• I 

! In the very ear]J" days of ·11T-he Sex ton Blake LJ.bj 
~ :mr., 11 l.st series - 1915 and 1916 , Andrew Murrey · 
: wrote several stories concerning tliose nnster orim.- 1 

: ina1s , Oatmt C)?. r]J:i.o and Professor Kew. After mcy- 1 

f ~~_:~ -~:9l~!--.~~~--s!_~~-=~--~~-~-~e_:r _nppearP .noe _ ngn~ 



.--- ,- ·-· -· -·-· - ·-· -·- ·- ·-·- ·-·-· -l.-5-·-·-· - ·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-· ·· . ., 
! with the names o:f the villi.ans slight~ ohBnged -

the author once again - Jolm Andrews. 

' . 
! 

Yet R~in, No. 716, "The Boys Friend Library" ls~ 
series, Dly 1924, was "Smith of Roolmndshire II l?Y' i 
Rio.ha.rd Randolph alias. J ._N. :eentelow. In June 1937, i 
it appeared lll the "Football a.nd Spo;rts ·Library" .No.j 

1 
518, disguised as "Wimrd at the Wicket" and with · 

i the names of the omracters .changed. The_ author 
i was given as, no, not Jo!m t...ndrews, but John Drake. 
! In each instRnoe, when the stories re-nppeared, 
: the nuthors who roolly oreated them, Oeoil Hayter, 
i M\xwell Scott, .Andrew Murra y and Riobard Randolph, i 
i m d been deP..d for yenrs. Did the J obns feel ghost]¥ ! 
i :fingers guiding their bands n.s they wrote thej.r ! 
i stories ? ! ~--·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·-· - ·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·-·- ·- ·-· - ·-· - ·-·- ·-·- ·- ----· -·-·--- ·- ··1 I . . ' 
; j 

B L A K I t .. N A 
A section o:f the "Collector's Digest" devoted 1 

! t o t he li:1.n from Paker Street, Sexton Blake . All com-; 
! munications relating to Blake rratters, including i 
! le t ters from members of the s. B. Correspondence Olub ,: 
! to be addressed to H. M.Bond.r. 172, Cherphilly Road, i :Birchg:rove, Ce.rdi:ff -; South wales. 

Sexton Blake, Detective. 

At Home every Friday in 
11THE UNION J'AOK" ld 

i The other day , \'lhile glancin g at some o:f the old 
i Blake stories in ~ collection I chanced to see the .! 
i a bove , printed as an a dvertisement at the end of a i 
i Blak e story in "The Boy:s Friend Lib:rary". I oould i 
i not help feeling that this 11 ttle reminder that i 
i Sexton Blak e used to be "at home " to all his :friend~ 
i every week wo'U.ld be very weloome to-day. Although i 
! we lmow :the. t it is ver., unlikeq t ha t the dE:30r o1d j 
1 "U. J. " will ever return we are all hoping the. t the ! 
; amlgamted Pr ess will r ea lise onc e e ga in whP..t a 1 

! :fine cbamcter they hav e in tha:t fictional detectiv e 
-·-·-·- ·--- ·-· - ··-·- ·- ·- ·-·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·-· - ---- --·-· - ·--- ·-·- ·--- ·- -- ---- J 
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I 
i from ::saker Street. I .have never tried to disguise 
m:r feelings towards some ,o:f the pre _aent Blake stori.e~, 
although I reelis~ that their appeal. must be for thej 
present gene:ration. If we P.re to have a. new Blake i 
weekly let it be bRsed on the tradition.a of the old i 
"U.J • 11 That imitation visimtion ~~d simpq exudes 
t.ba.t .:friendliness -whi .oh we used to knpw 1n the old 1 

. dB.ya and there is no reason wlzy' it should not agnin 1 
\ be ~r:tnted, and .with good e:f:feot. ! 

i This Seotion of "The Oollector ' a.. Digest 11 will 
i dool e,ntire~ with matters relnting to the reading 
!Rnd colleotion of those pa.pars dealing with Sexton 1 

( Blake. A.rtiolee are welcomed from Rny rooder an d we i 
! sba.ll be most pleased to include All those i tens coni.. 
1 sidered wort.f\v. :But before any attempt is mde n t i 
! printing articles and anecdotes denl.ing w1 th Blr.ke ' 
; we th:1.nk it on.J,y fitting to 1ntroduoe you to the 
i Sexton Bla.ke Oorrespondenoe Olub. Mney of you nre 
i already members of this Olub , which was formed with 
i the intention of bringing all those interested in 
i Blake, together, and already it ms been of great 
i hel.p in solving problems whioh .have puzzled readers 1 

! for years as well as enabling quite a few to enlarge i 
; thefr oolleotiQn by purohaaing fr -om or exobanging · 
! with fellow members, oopies of "The Union Jack" , 
! 11Sexton Blake Li bml"Y" and "Detective WeekJ.¥". But i the first great ta..sk whioh was a.ooomplished was the 
i series of deputation letters to the Editor of the 
i Libmry. This _.d,.eputation IIRY or my- not .have been a! 
j su.coess, seeing ' the.t it more or , less asked for a 
i return of the old Blake we used to love ra. ther tmn 
i the amdow of n sl t>nth featured to-day, but it DID 
i a-t; least nnke the Editor sit up and 1Rke notioe ns 
j it were. H:1.a rep:cy, showed tmt he was pl.eased to 
! know tm t such an interest was shown in B]J\ke, nnd 
! a 1 though he oou1d not promise aeythulg definite, he 
! did hold out some hope tm t we might see n new B:U,.ke 
! weeklJ" 1n due oaurse. In October of this yenr we ! 
! had the first 1;3ign of a return to the old timers ! 
; when o. story by Rex Ji:\rdinge appeare,d in the Librnry !, 
i and we hope that e:re long, nnybe before this nppenrs ; 
i in print, , mo~ of the old nuthors nny return, pres- i 
1 anting us with a more hunnn Blake and Tinker, to sn.y: 
! nothing of a re-1.ntroduotion to those other two fav- , 
~-----·- --- ·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·-·-·- ·- ·-· -· -· - ·- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-· - ·-·-·-· : 
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ouri tea Mrs. Bardell and Pedro. Anyway, it is hoped ; 
tba t all members o:f the club will support any fut- I 
ure campaign we nBY undertake and also that they ; 
will take the opportunity o:f commun;i.oa ting with one ! 
another through the medium of the Club. It is now ! 
possible , in this nasasine, to let you know who the! 
actual members of the ·club are at the moment and so ! 
we are starting "Blaldana" off by giving you a list 

1 

of the names and addresses of all ourrent members, : 
active or otherwise, and we feel sure tmt a lively i 
exchange o:f views will resuJ.t, in faot prooobly mor~ 
tmn views will be exchanged. So don't :fbrget, senq. 
your Blake article ·s to us for inclusion and if thes~ 
iteI!lB are likely to ca.use a spite of correspondence i 

1 
so mu.ch the better , for in research the old adage i 

i of "too mny cooks" does not app:cy .- H.M.B . i 
i·-· - ·- ·- ·- ·- --·-·- ·- ·-·--- -- ·- ·- ·- -- ·-·-· -·-·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·- ·-·-·- l 
: The Sexton Bl.a.Re Correspondence Club: ! 

I 
Here we present a list of the na mes Rnd add.res- i 

ses of current members : -
(1) H.M.Bond, 172· CP.erphil]s' Rd., Birohgrove,CRrd

iff. 
(2) H.Leokenby, Telephone Exohr.l.nge, U/o. Northern 

Co.mrP.nd Central Registry, York. 
(3) J.W.Gocher; Jnr., "Victorit:\ Oot~ge", Consti-

tution Hill, Sudbury , Suffolk. ··· 
(4) T.lm.rtin, 37, Twinnell St., Easton, Bristol. i 
( 5) T .Armi to.ge, 205, IR tl.ey Rd. , Akv~rthorpe, Wt:\ke-i 

:field, Yorkshire. ! 
(6) J.R.She.w , 6, Colney Hntch To.ne, Mu.swell Hill, 1 

London, N .10. ! 
(7) J.V.B.Stewart Hunter, 4, Inlworth Rd., Notting- ! 

mm. s.E. 9. i 
( 8) Gmnvil.le T. Vhine, 3, Croft Illne, Hollins, · 

Whitefield, M3.nchester. 
(9) Alfred Hors~, 150, Sa.loom.be Rd., Vbltmmstow , 

1 
London , E • 17. 

i (10) H.R.Oox, 73, Ohelaton Rd., Ruislip, Middlesex. ! 
i (11) F .E.Bottomley , 48, Downhills Park Rd. , Tottenhn in., 
1 London. 1 

! (12) F.E.Stonnard ; 37, Rectory !Ane , Olelnsford, ! 
1 Essex. 1 

! (13) Douglas Brooks, 34 , Ash Grove , Pnl.mers Green, : 
1 __ __ __ __ London..1. N • . 12· -·-·-· - ·--- ------· - ·- ·-·- ·- --·- ·- ·- ··-------· 
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! (l4) Olive Simpson, l!Ebor Moim.t", Yo;rk Pla ce, Knares!
! borough, Yorkshire. ! 
! ( l5) Wm. Ooloombe, 256 , South Ave. , S outhend-on-Sea, 1 

! Essex. · 
1 ( 16) Wil:t'red Iarwin, 7'5, Weste:rn Rd., East Dene, . 
1 Rothe rham , Yorkshire. ! i ( 17) Re:x: Dolphlll, "The Wicket", eyde Hee. th, .A.mere.ham~ 
· Buoks. .. . l (18) S.M:idment, Twmp:1,th, Gobowen, Oswestry, Shrop- ! 
; shire. 
i ( 19) Vinoent lfi:x:enda le, 19, Vincent . St. Opens.haw, 
i J M!lnchester, 11 . . 
j (20) DeTek A.dley, 19 , Braithwaite Gdns., Stanmore , 
i Middlesex. 
i (21) Erio Fayne, The Modern School , Grove Rd., SUr-
. biton, Surrey. 
I i i There you are 1 Twenty-one enthusiasts of Sex:tonj 
i Blake to date. We shall print subsidiary lists from 
i time to time. Members of the Olub are asked to 
i advise us of any change of address. 
I 
· Forthcoming A. ttxa.otions: 

"I Visit Paker Streett No.l. - - H.M.Bond. 

"The Travelle r Detective" - "The A.rt of Eric R. 
Parker" - "J3e.ker Street Recollections 11 

- "Blake's 
Scotland Yard Friends''. 

I:f YOU have any original ideas for Blake artic- , 
lea, please work on them and let us have the result. i 
The more the merrier. ; 

I ·- -· -----·-· - ·- ·-· -·-·- ·- ·-· - ·-·-·- ·- ·-·- ·- ·- i . 
THE SEXTON BIA.EE LIBRA.RY ( 2nd Series) 

'Z44-Stories - The Men who Wrote Them by 
Herbert Leckehby 

Interest in the men who wrote the yarns of Sex
ton Blake seem ·to never grow less, if anything it 
inQrea.ses with the J;8SS:1ng years. There are those 

1 believe Iamilton Teed was the grOOt teat ever ., . some 
i who are l()y'8.1 to Robert Mu:r:rey , others who swear by 
1 Gil.bert Ohester, still more who think ~.,yn Evans was 
i king. QuirouJ.e, Skene, Brooks and Hardinge have 
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'. their su pporters, whilst not a few .have a kind]s . 
! thought for Bls.i:r and Murray Graydon, those veterans i 
! of the little arnv. I am convinoed, therefore , tba t i 
i the detailed list of how the 744 stories in the 1 

1 S.B.L. 2nd Series, were sblred among them will be of 1 
jno little interest. It has taken a great deal of 1· 

i compiling for, as readers know, no authors names 
jwere given until the series ~swell on its way. For : 
i the fa ct t.ba t I am able to supply all the names I am: 
i indebted in great moo.sure to thnt energetic member i 
i of the younger genera ti on 1 J o.bn W. Gooher. He , with . 
i sublime oonfidenoe, eubmi tted o. long list of titles ; 
i to the Editor of the Library and asked for the aut- ; 
! hors names to be appended. John must .have a wny wi t.p. 
! him for he got them, every one of then. In help:i!ng : 
! :cnke my list oooplete his help was ·1nva1ua. ble. Nice 
!Work, John! 

f Welli.after checking ~md re-oheoldng, this is 
; how the .1.1st worked out:-
' -

G.H. Teed, 78; Gilbert Chester, 64; Allan Blair, 1 !59; John O.B:randon, 56; Ooutts Brislane, 47; Wn.Mur-, 
! ray Graydon, 45; Do:na-ld Stuart,. 41; Pierre Quiroule, 1 

: 38; An'thony Skene, 36;. Rex H!\nainge , 34; ()vfYn Evans, 
! 31; Wsrwick Jardine ,2; Walter Edwards 19· Paul 1 

iUrquhart, 18; Mlrk Osborne, 17; Lea .ter Bidston, 13 ; ! 
!eylton Gregory, 12; Stanton Hope, ll; :J"ohn. Hunter , 1 

! ll; Anthony Parsons, ll ; E.J.Murmy, 9 ; Edwy Searles 1 

! Brooks, 7; Arthur S.Hardy, 7; Sidney Drew, 4 ; I.e.d- 1 

! .broke Black! 4; Mlurioe B.Dix, 4; Andrew Mu:rmy, 4; i 
i L.C.Douthwaite, 3 ; Stnoey :ij]tlke, 3; John CreAsey, 3; i 
i furry Perowne, 3; George Dilnot, 3; M:lrtin Fraser, : 
i 3; Lewis Onrlton, 3; F.Addington Synonds, 2 ; J.N. 
i Pen in low, 2; Hedley Soott, 2 ; Riobe.rd 'Goyne, 2; i 
i H. Greg ory ' Hill, ::EF.rre Lindon, H. Townley, Gordon S.b!:'.wi, 
! R.F.Foster, W. J.Elliott, Miomel Poole, Ricmrd ! 
1 Essex, H.P.Viokery, John Ascott, Lewis Jackson, T.c. 1 
! Bridges, Vernon Frost , Gerald Bowmn and Olifford ! 
! Gates, 1 eaoh. Totnl 744, With 53 authors. ' 
I 
! Comments : I say- 53 authors, actually the n.unber 1 
1 WBS not .quite that for it is certain that oome of 
! them wrote und ·er !:lore tmn one name. It is a fact, 
: for ~tnnoe, tbat E.J.Munny and Sidney Drew were ; 
: one and the same. »lrk CB.borne was John kscott, nnd

1 · there's a suspicion t m t Hylton Gregory Vv'RS another , 
l-·· . • - • -· -- - · - · - · - - -- - · - · - - - -- - - - - -·- . - - - - - - - - - - · -· - ·- · -· - - - ..--. ---- - · -· 
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i way o:f saying H. Gregory Eill. There my be other in- i 
! stanoea. Edwy Searles Brooks wrote one ss Berkeley ' 
! Grey, but I have inoluded that in his seven. ! 
I , I 

i An e:xami.natio~ of the figures is really intri- j 
i guing. We find, for emmple ; t.bat although some 50 ! 
!authors contributed, eleven of them shared 529 stor- ! 
i ies. G.H.Teed, a .a was to be expeoted, came out well I 

on top, though it ms :to be remembered tmt a number : 
o:f his stories appeared twioe. Thia applied tooth- : 
ers also, inolu<U.ng Pierre Quiroule and Gwyn Evans. i 
A reel surprise to me was the number written by tm t i 
grand old timer Allan BJs.ir. Until John W.Gooher i 
oame along with his 11seoret 11 list I had no idea he i 
md been so aotive in the Blake field. W.Murmy Gmy+ 
don's record too, is impressive for the renson tbnt i 

· No. 260 was his ls.st. This was not surprising seeing ! 
tbat when the se.cond series sia:uted he lad been writ.J.. 
1ng stories :for some 40 years. I mve an idea tmt ! 
if n oomplete reoord of the 1st aeries could be oom- ! 
piled he would be well in the lead. . i 

Another striking aolrlevement is John G.B:randon's~ 
for No.365 wa-s his first story . To finish fourth with 
that late sts.te suggests he was very busy writing ' 
about Blake 1n · the latter period of the series . 1 

I 

1 on the o~her . mnd it is really surprising to not~ 
i that Lewis Jackson wrote onl.v one soli ta:ry story , an~ 
i tba t :under a p1;teudonym, Stephen Hood. Where was he ! 
i all those years ? More rermrmble still, the mme of i 

!Robert Murray, brilliant oreator of the Confedera.tio*, 
! Paul Oynes, and Dr.Satria i does not appear at all. ; 
! .l dmirers 'know, however, that he was often ill, and : 
: mybe the length of a L:lbmry- story was too mv.oh :for ! 
I him. ; 
i Well, it a fine list of names . of men who knew so ! 
! well how to wri_te of the Sexton BJake we loved, and ! 
! the o'ther dwellers in the :famous house :ln :Eaker : 
: Street w. Sad to re]ate, the ranks o:f the little . 
1 arnw are serious)3 depleted. Brilliant Teed, f§lY GwyJ;l 
! Evans, prolific Graydon, fas ci:na ting "Robert Mu.rrny, ; 
i Osbo:rne, Andrew Murray, and John G. B~ndon , we know i 
i have joined the Greet ~jority; we fear there my be 1 

others, for their \~rs were mny .when ·J.Fi.st we heard i 
o:f them. Others, e Pierre Quirou1e , E. S. Brooks, i --·--· -·- ·-·- ···- - ·-· , ___ .. ___ -· - ·-·- ···- ·- ·- -·- ·· ·- · - -- ·-· -- -·- ·-· · -· - · ·· : 
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and Anthony Skene, still use th~ir pens, but not to 

1 

write of BJD.ke. It seems to those who lave follow- ; 
ed the adventures of the Mln from fuker Street ; 
throughout the years, tm t no one me risen to tak e i 
the place of those that have gohe. Still, that rrny 1 
be just the old, old sigh that things are not so 
good ns they used to be, to which the . retort is, they 
never were, and I .bn.ve P. suspicion that so long RS ! 
n BJRke story is written, his lnnd of devotees will 1 

never be P. ble to resist the temp-ta tion to peruse it. : 
I ______ __ ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·-- -·--- ·-· -· - ·-·- ·-·- ·- ·-·-·-· - ·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·-·- i 

Advertisements 

Certain enrly "]thgnets", "Gems", "Plucks", 
wanted. Espeoinlly "Gems" Nos.16, 22 , 385. Would 
gJn.dly buy,- or exo.hnnge. 

S.bnw, 6 , Oo_lney Ii\ toh Ir .ne, Lqndon, N .10. 

Vmnted: Certain "Gems II between 1932 nnd 1937; 
":M,.gnets" before 1916, nny condition so long ns 
ren .dnble. t..ny re P.sonn.bl e price p:,.id. "Schoolboys 

1 Own Library" for exchange fo r other er-.r]Jr numbers. 
Shepherd, 3, Priory Plnce, She ·ffie1d, 7. 

Vi'.nted: ''Union Jri.oks", 191 0 - 1914, bound or 
loose; highest prices :p3.id • .A.lso "Chums" 1919. 

Ma.idment, TwmISth, Gobowen, Oswestry, Shropshir ~ . 
I 

":tmgnets" and "Schoolboys Own' s II wanted to com- i 
plete set for binding. Send serial numbers and ptic~ 
to : R.M. Jenkins, "Oal:fe", 2, Town ~ll Road, 1-vant, 
Banta. I 

Wanted: "Nel~on Lee's", "Monster" Idb:reri,.es; 
"Union Jaok's" "Sexton Blake Libraries"· "Detectiv-e 

7 ' I Weeklies", "Thrillers", "Mi.gnats", "Gems", "Popul- i 
are II and "Schoolboys <»m. Libraries". . 

O.Simpson, ''Ebor Mount", York Plac .e; ~res
borou.gh, Yorkshire. 

For .A.dvertisement Rates see 
Page 3 . 
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:10. 
I 
jl2. 
il4:. 
il6. 
i18. 
I 

i19. 
!20. 
121. 
!23. 
I 

SEXTON Bu.KE OROSSWORD No. l 
by H.M.Bond 

A.cross: . 
- Peel .bad suoh . a horse. 
Famous Blake artist- (abbrev.) 
Oroak almost a poet . 
IV!rs.Bardell ensures :Blake and Tinker does this 

with relish. 
He was a ·steeple ja ok. 
Furg was familiar with this. 
.ln extra letter mkes a.n explosive. 

1 Blake has no use for this type, useful though he
1 rmy be. 

lE.ker - (abbrev.) 
Blake, :first and last. 
Beginnings o:f Evarls, Rsehester and Teed. 
Eileen reminds us o:f a k:I.nd o:f st -orm. 

,------- --- ·-· - ·---· - ·--- ·-·-- - ·- ·-· - ·- ·- ·-- - ·-· -· -·-· - ·-·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- I 
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24. Ferrera name but not his title. 
25. The Owl plus these rreke a strong nan. 
26. Aided a Ohinese Prince. 
27. The 'Gxey Panther' is Blake 's oar. 
29. He:=i.ds of Blf\ke and Coutts sOlllld ver.r ancient. 1 

30. Why! This Blake author seems to have departed .I. 

Down • . 
1 . 'Jarwiok is nearly a fish. 
2 . His second name reminds us of a tree and an 

exclane.tion! 
3. T.r.i.is author sounds to~. 
4. It md a. record run. (A.bbrev.) 
5. Mlr,r :=i.ssisted a surgeon. 
'5. Blake once met ·n bln.ck one. 
9. These help to nnke Blake. 

11. Second and seventh of No.12 across. 
13. Skene and Pnrsons mve this in common. 
15. .tn assooi.P.te of this cmrncter sounded like 

sone gnrdens. 
17. He created No. 26 #:l.cross. 
20. A poet, n doctor, and~ detective. 
22. Pedro is this. 
26. Our hero is abbreviated . 
28. The Ja tter m 1f of n Chinese detective, or is 

it his su.rmme? 

As will be appreciated, the compiling of this 
puzzle ms been far f'ron easy owing to the very 
limited number o.f titles, names, eto. , avails ble. 
I think that all the clues refer to Blake or Blake 
:Lore direct],y or indireotl:y, and should not prove 

1 too difficult to understand. 
. ! 

1 The solution will be given in the next issue. ! 
. .. --· - ·- -- -·- · -· -· - · - ·- ·-·---· - . -- ·-· - · -·- · - ·- · -· -·- · -·-·-·-·- · -·----- 1 
I ' 
I Oontinued from J?a.ge 7: Re-printed Pieoes: 

t I 

On n rough avemge, therefore , ~ St . Jims story i 
appeared every other month, and a Rookwood story i 

' every third month . But o:ften there were long gaps i 
like the one between Nos. 226 and 262 -, during whioh ; 
time no Rookwood story appeared at all, evecy prom- j 

- - · -· -· - ·-· -· -·-·- ·-· - · - ·- ·- ·- ·---- - ... -1,.._ _ _ _ ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ---- ·-·-·- ···I 

I 
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i inanoe being given to the saga . o:f Dr .• Sa.IDiey' Sµ1r-
i shaU o:f GrimsJade whioh, when reprinted :from the 
i Banger, ocou.pi.ed seven 001>ies of the S. O. L. between 
iA.uguat 1934 and .Feb ·.1936 tNos.2J2, 238, 242 , 248, 
! 252 , 254, 256). No doubt Rookwood devotees were 
! supposed to be ~tis:fied with the few reprints 1n 

I 

! the "Gem". 1 
I 
1 Sometimes ' queer anomolies ooourred in the s. o. L. ! 
i Let us take, :for e:m.mple s the story o'f Edgar Bright, ! 
1 the "Toad . o:f -the Remove11

, who wns nt Grey:friars in ! 
; the Autumn of 1927. This 1nle was twioe reprinted inl 
. the Library but :from different a:pgle13. As the story i 
i deals with Levison' s return to Grey:frinrs to :find nni 
i old will , S.O.L~ -No.179 11The Toad of the Remove11 is i 
i by "Fl'fl..nk Richards" e.n~ oon~ .ina no scenes at St. Ji.ma 
i while s. o. L. No. 365 "The Boy who Or:\me Bnok" is by i 
i ~rtin Oli:f:f ord ., and is Bl.Ilo·st ent:irely ai tua t~a n t i 
I the Sussex Sohoo1, the e.otion maving to Greytr1Brs i 
1 on.J.s' at the end. The very last episode in both these: 
i numbers is taken from 11M:1.gnet11 No. 1.03·4; a~rt :from ! 
! this they bear little rese:m.blanoe to each ·other. ! 
I I 
i Very :few stories by sub.stitu.te w:t-iters were ever i 
i reprinted :from the 11Gem11 

· and the 11:r&gnet.". The only i 
! spurious Grey:friars story was S. O. L.No.15 "li'ootl:nll i 
! Heroes". St.Jims fared worse; altog~j;her six 'duds' i 
! appeared agai?i,- _ two of whioh No.1815 "The Secret o::f i 
! Drere •nor" and No.224 11Handforth at St.Jims 11 were i 
! pe.lw,ble forgeries. Th1;) latter was written by E.S. ! 
! Brooks :tn his ~own style R:q.d he seemed to imke l~ttle ! 
! a:f::f ort to imi1B te Mr. Hli.mil ton' s. No. 240 11 Tom Merry 1 s ! 
! anetey" v.ns an indifferent sttempt. :But the other 1 

; three are quite e. different story • They nra : - ! 
I 

No.1ao 11ahums AlfOBt". . 1 

No. 274 110smp and Caravan". 1 

No. 276 "Nippy fron Nowhere". 1 

. These were in all prooo.bility written 'by Olive 
: R. J.i'enn, the only person who ever uaed Mr. Hamil ton' a 
; pen-:r:emes without his dise.pprw.e.1. And one oan app- ! 
; reoiate the reason, for these 1alea . seem to be writ-! 
i t~ by the mnd. o'f the RBster b:imsel:f. It is un:fort~ 
1,ma.te tblt, i:f the employment o:f substitute wri:te:ra 1 

! we. s inavi 1B b1e-, the A • P. did not a.1wny s oe 11 first f 

I -· - · - -·- - - -··- · -- ·-· ------ -- - ·- - - · -· - ·- · - - - · -·- - -·-- -· -· - · ·- · - · - · -· - · ·- - ; 
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: on the son of ?m.nville Fenn. 
! . : 

I The Jast changes in the "Schoolboys' OWn Lib- · ! 
: mry oe.me. durints_the war when in Jan.1940, the prioe i 
! was raised to 4-td and in Jul¥ when the copies :for j 
1 the last month o:f publication reverted to the 64 i i isge edition with even oloser type than that o:f the · 
i :first seven years. Signs of the j.m.pending .orisis 
i \;era the two Grey:friars stories that appeared eaoh 
i month :from .~pril to ,Tune and the a bsenoe o:f aavert
i isement o:f future oopies in the June issues. h.S it 
i was, the Egypt aeries had on.J.¥ just started their 
! reprinting. Nevertheless, it is queer to no .te tmt 
! the library outlived even the "IM.gnet" itself by a 
! :few weeks. 
I 
i There is no doubt tmt the s.o.L. ha.a played a 
i useful :[Brt in DBking available :for new readers the 
i best o:f the old stories t.ba t were so popular in 
! their day. That it .bad its :failings it is admitted , 
! out they were by far outweighed by its a ·dvantages. 
1 Some oolleotors, I am aware, disdain to allow the 
1 s.o .L. to become IBrt o:f their hoard on the grounds 
! that it Jacka the atmosphere and character of the i "Magnet" and "Gem". On the other mnd, . 1 t ia 1m.den- : 
i iab4' more convenient both to ree.d and to store, a nd ! 
i I have no hesiiation in prophesying t}:Ja~ .··in the dim ! 
i future when most of these weekly papers we treasured i 
j have gone to dust, there will still be · .nestling on i 
i the bookshelves somewhere between novels and other · 
i volumes a few oopiee of the 11S0hoolboys 1 OWn Lib-
\ :tery". 

I 

! Abbreviations: "A.P. 11 - A.mlgamted Press. j 
1 11s. O.L. 11 - 11S0hoolboys 1 Ovrn I.db:re.ry 0

1. 
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